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Unlicensed Contractors
Nabbed in Broward

CICTC Night

Member News

Dozens of unlicensed
contractors lured to
a home in Cooper

City were arrested in a
Broward Sherriff’s Office
sting — Dressed in casual
attire and looking like new
homebuyers, Daniel Belyeu
and Debra Wallace showed
the two men around their
opulent, unoccupied home
and asked whether they
could help spruce it up.

When the men agreed to
perform masonry and car-
peting work, six uniformed
deputies and officers
stormed into the living room,
forced the workers to the
ground and arrested them.

Belyeu and Wallace were
undercover Broward sheriff's
deputies. The workers were
arrested Thursday, April 5,
on the charge of unlicensed
contracting.

Curbing illegal home
improvements, officials say,
has been an elusive goal in
South Florida amid the
downturn in the economy:
Unemployed workers con-
tract without a license as an
easy way to make money.
And some homeowners turn
a blind eye to the unlicensed
work for bargain prices.

But authorities say they've
made some progress during
the past three years, orga-
nizing 12 undercover opera-

tions to nab workers with
histories of unlicensed con-
tracting. First-time offenders
face a first-degree misde-
meanor. Second violations
are a third-degree felony.

"The latest trend that
we've noticed is that about
60 percent of the respon-
dents to our operations have
extensive criminal histories
that include felonies,"
Belyeu said. "Everything
from sexual abuse to aggra-
vated battery. We've even
had a murderer show up at
one of our things."

During the operation, more
than 40 workers who author-
ities say had histories of
contracting without licenses
showed up one by one to a
foreclosed Cooper City
home. The home was
equipped with surveillance
cameras to record negotia-
tions.

The workers were invited
to the home by undercover
deputies posing as home-
owners in need of home
repairs.

Helping the Broward
Sheriff's Office perform the
undercover sting were
Broward County's permitting
and licensing officials, the
state Department of
Business and Professional
Regulation and the state
Division of Insurance Fraud.

Join CASF, ABC, AGC and
LBA for the Construction
Industry Collaboration Task
Force's first ever joint network-
ing cocktail reception with our
special guest speaker, Florida
Governor Rick Scott

Join us for an evening of
networking with top construc-
tion professionals.

Wednesday, May 16, 2012
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Place:  BankAtlantic Center
2555 NW 136th Ave, Sunrise

Cost:  $40.00 per person

Miller Construction
Company announced a con-
tract to build an early learning
center at 3291 NW 183 St.,
Miami.   The new Carol City
Early Learning Center's 8,140
square feet will include seven
classrooms, seven bathrooms,
a laundry room, multi-purpose
room, fenced-in playground
area and space for a commer-
cial grade kitchen.  It will also
include a functional drive-thru
drop off lane and sizeable park-
ing lot.

Carol City Early Learning
Center is owned and operated
by Education First, Inc., a
minority owned company.
Brian Sudduth, Miller's senior
vice president said, "This facili-
ty will become an important
small business to this commu-
nity. We worked hard to make
sure that all the necessary
safety requirements were
exceeded while still providing
some cost-saving options for
our client." The center is slated
to open October 2012.



ValleyCrest
Landscape
Companies was

founded in April of 1949 by
Burton S. Sperber and is
currently the nation’s largest
landscape and site construc-
tion company. 

The ValleyCrest
Companies, which ranks on
Forbes Magazine’s list of
America’s 500 Largest
Private Companies, is com-
missioned by architects,
developers, commercial real
estate owners, public agen-
cies, property managers and
luxury home builders to help
create, build and maintain
some of the world’s most
extraordinary natural envi-
ronments. 

They are also ranked
number 54 on Engineering
News Record’s list of Top
400 Contractors globally and
were recognized by Training
Magazine for the second
consecutive year as one of
the Top 125 Best Training

Companies in the world.
With more than 10,000
employees and operations
in more than 150 locations
nationwide, ValleyCrest con-
tinues to expand. Some of
the key employees include:
CEO Roger Zino, COO
Andrew Mandell, President
Tom Donnelly, SVP Williams
Leathers, Branch Manager
Andy Johnson, and in
charge of Business
Development for about 5
years, Alberto Miranda.
“Some of the best things
about working for
ValleyCrest are the
resources, the experience
the management team has,
and the working environ-
ment focused on safety”,
expresses Miranda.

During nearly 63 years of
operation, the company has
been awarded numerous
prestigious landscape pro-
jects and completed hun-
dreds of hotels and resorts,
corporate campuses and

office buildings, retail and
mixed-use centers, master-
planned communities, golf
courses, urban parks and
habitats, public highways,
theme parks, sports venues,
museums, cultural, munici-
pal, and educational institu-
tion properties, medical facil-
ities and private residences.

Some of the company’s
recently accomplished pro-
jects include, Miami Marlins
Park, Miami SoundScape
Park at Frank Gehry’s New
World Symphony, The
Village at Gulfstream Park,
West Kendall Baptist
Hospital, and St. Regis Hotel
& Resort in Bal Harbor.
They will also be starting on
the Miami Art Museum, MIC
East Concourse and Fort
Lauderdale Latter Day
Saints Temple projects very
soon. 

ValleyCrest Landscape
has been a member of
CASF since 2007 and they
feel the association is a
great environment for con-
necting with colleagues,
industry professionals, and
decision makers in forums
outside of the office.  “The
association has allowed us
to stay present with key con-
tractors in the marketplace
and has been a great place
to connect with contractors
entering this region, whom
we may have worked with in
other regions.  I also enjoy
the consistency and profes-
sionalism of the organization
and the ability to deliver pro-
grams tailored to the indus-
try”, explains Miranda.

ValleyCrest Landscape
Companies’ main office is
located at 4155 E. Mowry
Drive, Homestead. For more
information, call 305-258-
8011 or visit
www.ValleyCrest.com.
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The Association’s first
attempt at raising money for
the Sylvester
Comprehensive Cancer
Center in Jim “Mad Dog”
Mandich’s memory proved
to be a big success. “We
new it was going to be tough
in this economy and with all
the other worthy charities
out there, this was going to
be a challenge.”, said Bob
Benson, Crowe Horwath,
Co-Chair, “But the members
of CASF, along with Jim’s
friends came out and helped
raise over $15,000.”

Jim Mandich was so diver-
sified in his business life
that, along with being a key
Dolphin player on the
Perfect Season team in
1972, a local sports radio
host, restaurant owner and
founder/ MC of the Miami
Dolphins Touchdown Club,
very few people knew he
also ran a very successful
construction subcontracting
firm in Miami.  Ray
Southern, Division CEO for
Balfour Beatty Construction

paid tribute to Jim in his rec-
ollections of Jim’s career in
construction. He told the
crowd that following an illus-
trious football career Jim
went to work for Jerry
Lotspeich as a Project
Manager for the Lotspeich
Company in Miami and with-
in four years he was co-
owner and Chief Executive
of the firm. “Jim told me not
to judge people by how they
handle the good times, but
by how they act when things
get tough.” he continued,
“As you can imagine, there
were several times on some
of our construction jobs that
everything didn’t go as
planned,” recalled Ray, “And
Jim’s response was always
‘I’ll take care of it’, which he
did. He was a man of his
word.”

Coach Howard
Schnellenberger, the
Offense Coach for the
Dolphins during Jim’s years
with the team was on hand
to tell a couple of stories
about the rookie from

University of Michigan who
he coached when Jim
arrived at the Dolphin’s
camp in 1970. Dick
Anderson, a Dolpin team-
mate of Jim’s, followed up
with some comical recol-
letions of how Jim met his
wife Bonnie and his notori-
ous antics with Dolphin
great, Jake Scott. Jim’s
friend and business partner,
Dan Richey, closed with
some heart-felt recollections
of Jim in his later days fac-
ing his biggest challenge.

“Jim was such a great guy
and a champion for South
Florida’s construction indus-
try”, remarked Rick
Schuerger, JMA of FL and
Chair of the event, “that I felt
we had to do something in
his memory to raise money
for his charity. Thanks to all
our sponsors and those who
attended. We hope to see
everyone next year at the
‘2nd Annual Mad Dog
Mandich Memorial
Celebration’.”

1st Memorial Celebration Raises Over $15k!

Mad Dog Mandich
Memorial Celebration

Riverside Hotel
Thursday, April 26



CASF’s 5th Annual Safety Summit a Success!

2012 Construction
Safety Summit
Dave & Busters

Hollywood, April 13


